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OREGON POTTERS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER: Established in 1980, this newsletter is sent to OPA members, educational institutions and ceramic-related businesses. It is published in February, April, June, August, October and December. Submissions should be sent, in writing, to Janet Buskirk, OPA Newsletter Editor, 4614 SE Salmon St, Portland OR 97215 or janetbuskirk@yahoo.com. Both editorial and advertising submissions are free of charge and will be published at the discretion of the editor. Submissions are due on the 10th of the month during which the Newsletter will be published. Changes of address or email address should be sent to Sian Alexander, Membership Chair, 4707 NE 68th Ave, Portland OR 97218, moonmoth@netzero.net
Membership in the OPA, a 501(c)(3) organization, is open to any serious studio potter living in Oregon or southwest Washington. There is no jurying for membership, which costs $45 per calendar year. Membership is not pro-rated, it is Jan-Dec, although you may join at any time. Membership includes 6 newsletters per year, 6 meetings per year, and the opportunity to apply for Ceramic Showcase. If you live over 100 miles from Portland and do not plan to use other membership benefits, you may subscribe to the newsletter only for $12/year. Please send a check, name, address, email and phone number(s) to OPA Treasurer, Deborah Bouchette, 9465 NW Old Cornelius Pass Rd, Hillsboro, OR 97124.
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Ceramic Showcase Chair: Ginger Steele, 503-693-7721, ginger@newleafgreenhouse.com
Ceramic Showcase Secretary: Anne Stecker, 503-399-0590, annestecker@comcast.net
OPA & Showcase Treasurer: Deb Bouchette, 503-690-2448, bouchette@yahoo.com
Oregon Potters Association, 19855 NE Trunk Rd, Dundee, OR 97115, 503-222-0533, www.oregonpotters.org, www.ceramicshowcase.com
NEXT OPA GENERAL MEETING: OPA PICNIC: Sunday, September 17, beginning at 12 noon. Join us for the annual picnic at Larry and Debi Nelson’s Chehalem Mt. Pottery, 19438 SW Neugebauer Rd Hillsboro, OR, 503-628-1562. 

    As with last year, this is a potluck. Beverages and a bbq area provided, but bring stuff to put on the bbq and a delicious side dish. The volleyball net will be set up, and musicians are encouraged to bring an instrument.

    Also bring some greenware for the “pot throwing contest” (the super slay-flinging slingshot). Small pots or balls of raw clay are best (no fired clay, please. It’s a clean-up issue). New this year: Bring a wrapped pot for a pottery exchange- a great way to expand your collection!

    Coming from Portland, Vancouver, or Salem: Hwy 26 west to Hwy 217 or Hwy I-5 north to Hwy 217. Take Scholls Ferry Rd (Hwy 210) exit, head west. Continue west on Scholls Ferry Rd (Hwy 210) for about 7 miles to the yellow flashing light. Turn left (south) at the yellow flashing light to stay on Hwy 210. Continue about 2.5 miles straight through the town of Scholls. About .7 of a mile past the "Newberg 10" sign, turn right (west) on Vanderschuere Rd. Continue west on Vanderschuere Rd for about 1.4 miles. Turn left (south) at the stop sign, heading up Neugebauer Rd. Look for the red mailbox on the left after about 1.3 miles and turn left on the gravel drive just past it. 

    Coming from Hillsboro: Take Hwy 291 south out of Hillsboro. Where the road turns sharply left (east) just past a large nursery, slow down and continue straight past the Midway Pub on Midway Rd. Turn right (west) at the stop sign (on Vanderschuere Rd) and continue for about .4 miles to the stop sign. Turn left (south) at the stop sign, heading up Neugebauer Rd. Look for the red mailbox on the left after about 1.3 miles and turn left on the gravel drive just past it. 

    Coming from Newberg: Take Hwy 219 north over Chehalem Mountain. When you're almost to the bottom of the slope on the north side of the hill, look for the tall white nut drying building on the right. Just past the nut dryer where the Rd bends right past a small cemetery get ready to make a sharp left turn. Turn left (west) on Vanderscheuere Rd. Continue west on Vanderschuere Rd for about 1.4 miles. Turn left (south) at the stop sign, heading up Neugebauer Rd. Look for the red mailbox on the left after about 1.3 miles and turn left on the gravel drive just past it.

    Park anywhere but be sure you don't block the driveway.

NEXT OPA BOARD MEETING: Thursday, October 5 at Larry & Debi Nelson’s. 6pm potluck dinner, meeting begins at 6:30. For directions, look at picnic info (above on this page)

NEXT STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING: Tuesday, Sept 12 at Contemporary Crafts, 3934 SW Corbett in Portland

OPA BUSINESS

NOTES FROM YOUR PRESIDENT: Greetings, everyone!  Several things came up at our August 10 Board meeting, and I’d like to share them with you. 

-  First off, we wanted to make sure that you all know that you are welcome to attend our Board and Showcase Steering Committee meetings. You can see how your Association is run, get to know fellow members, and be directly informed of activities. Not only that, but you can suggest ideas, volunteer for jobs, and help keep OPA the fine cooperative organization that it is. Dates and locations are published in the newsletter, on the website, and soon via regular e-mail “reminders”.  We would love to hear your voices!

-  There are several opportunities for Chair and Committee positions opening. If you want to get involved, earn points, and be a more active part OPA, check the current and future newsletters for announcements.  

- Our data coordinator, web wizards, and newsletter editor are working hard to get OPA News to you. Whether it’s a hard copy sent by US Mail or a compatible and printable electronic document, we want you to be able to receive it in a timely manner and in the format that you prefer. Remember that it is now being published on our website so if you can’t find a hard copy you can review it there. We have changed to a mostly electronic delivery to save postage dollars (a lot of dollars, as it turns out), but we will still continue to offer the traditional ways in order to accommodate folks who “don’t do computers”.  

- Soapbox: Points are not the reason for the OPA! It is still what it was originally conceived to be – a group of friends that can benefit from each other’s experience, ideas, and efforts. Sure, we put on a great and nationally recognized show every year. However, if earning points for Showcase is your only motivation for being part of the OPA, please remember the other values that OPA generates -- like cooperative spirit, generosity, teamwork, and public service.  

- We want to improve our welcome to new, returning, and current members. So we are going to beef up our Mentorship program. We have assembled a team of volunteers (more are always welcome!) to work with the Membership and Mentor Chairs to prepare an introductory packet that will be presented to anyone joining or inquiring about the OPA. It will include a “benefits” list, perhaps a history of  OPA, a  sample newsletter, and whatever else we can think of that will help explain who we are. Suggestions from all of you are encouraged and appreciated!

    Thanks for listening, and for all you do for OPA,     - Mark Heimann

OPA ANNUAL STUDIO SALE GUIDE: The OPA publishes an annual guide to members’ Holiday Studio Sales. In the past, Cyra DuQuella has collected the information and put together this Guide. She is no longer able to do this, so we are looking for someone to put this guide together. There is usually a small budget to pay this person. In the meantime, participants should fill out the application (included in this Newsletter) and mail it to Janet Buskirk. If you are interested in laying out the guide, contact Janet, 503-231-2810, janetbuskirk@yahoo.com. 

MORE ABOUT HOLIDAY STUDIO SALES: At the July OPA Meeting, it was suggested that OPA members pool resources and mailing lists for Studio Sales during the holiday season. The plan is to match people who have a decent location, and can share that space with others, with people who are looking for a place to sell their work. If you are interested in hosting others in your space, or if you would like to find a space to share, please contact Julie Asbury. Include: Name; Address; Telephone; Email; Indicate whether you can share your space or are looking for a space. If you have specific talents to share or have specific requirements, please mention this. Email to jasburypottery@ipns.com. Julie will compile the list, then distribute it to everyone on the list.

OPA/SHOWCASE POINTS: The Points Review Committee has submitted its recommendation to both OPA and Showcase. The recommendations were reviewed at two Steering Committee Meetings and at one OPA Board Meeting. At the August Steering Committee Meeting, Showcase adopted a modified version of the recommendations, these reflected all Showcase jobs that were being reviewed. OPA will review the OPA-jobs on the list at their Board Meeting on October 5 and finalize the list.

    All jobs were examined using the following criteria:

1.  The number of hours the job requires

2.  The importance of the job within our organization (if the job is performed well or poorly, will the entire organization be impacted or will most people be unaffected?)

3.  What degree of honesty and absolute trust are required for this job? (Specifically, this would be for jobs handling money)

4.  What specialized, hard to find skills are required for this job? (For instance: graphic design, computer fluency)

5.  The “Pain in the Ass Factor” of a job.  For instance, do you have to perform small tasks for the job almost every day? Every week throughout the year? Is the job always hanging over your head? This can vary in how it manifests itself, some jobs are a constant nuisance (checking OPA voice mail, for instance). Other jobs are never completely finished (Showcase Publicity, for instance)

    Currently, the important changes are: Past Showcase Chair, Building Co-Chair and Reconciliation Chair jobs were eliminated. Long Range Planning Chair was put into dormancy. Publicity and Advertising Co-Chair jobs were streamlined in order to make more sense, and the names were changed to “Chair” (14 points) and “Vice-Chair” (7 points). Awards Chair was lowered from 6 to 2 points. Gallery Physical Set-Up changed from 9 to 12 (this change we believe had already been made, but was not reflected in the records). Gallery Registration Chair changed from 9 to 6. Group Booth Chair changed from 6 to 9 (again, we believe this change had already been made, but was not in the records). Lobby Display Chair changed from 9 to 6 points. Cash Treasurer, Vice Chair position was created at 3 points. Traffic Chair changed from 6 to 4 points. Archive Chair created at 4 points. OPA/Showcase Manual Chair created at 6 points. 

    A few other changes that were adopted were to give all official Trainees 2 points while in training. We also will change the Showcase participation points a bit. Currently, people receive one point for being in the gallery and two points for having a booth. These will be eliminated and replaced with a system where you will receive one point for completing all assigned workshifts and one point for completing all assigned committee work. Thus, people are rewarded for the work they do for the show, not for making money at the show. Also if people want to volunteer for more workshifts or committees, they could receive more points. 

    All of these changes will go into effect for Showcase 2007.

SHOWCASE

SHOWCASE 2007 will be May 4-6 at the Oregon Convention Center

MEXICAN POTTERS AT SHOWCASE: Jeanne Henry is working on bringing three to four potters from Mexico to this year’s Showcase. This will coincide nicely with the Cinco de Mayo celebrations that also occur that weekend, and the Portland Art Museum will be involved. At Showcase, the potters’ presence will likely be similar to the Hokkaido potters in 2005.

SHOWCASE BUDGETS: The Finance Committee will send Budget Request Forms to all Showcase Committee Chairs on August 28. They are due Sept 15. If you would like to have money in your 2007 budget, please send them back promptly. If you do not receive one, contact Susan Whitham, 503-289-0516

SHOWCASE BOOTHS FEES will be going up a little bit this year. This will reflect increases in “fixed costs,” ie: insurance; rent; electricity for the Convention Center.

SHOWCASE JOBS AVAILABLE: The following is a list of Chair positions that are currently available for Showcase 2007. In many instances, work begins soon, so please submit those applications! To apply for these positions, write a letter of interest. Include past experience and credentials for the specific job. Include any information that would help the Steering Committee in their selection. Applications are reviewed by the Steering Committee, who in turn, selects the chair. Mail or e-mail applications to Audrey Graham, 32493 SW Juliette, Wilsonville, OR 97070, agraham@centurytel.net. 

SHOWCASE SECRETARY: 9 points. Attend all Showcase Steering Committee meetings and take minutes. Type minutes and file them in hard copy & electronic copy. Distribute Minutes, agendas, special votes, and info via email and postal mail to members of the Steering Committee, Showcase Committee Chairs and entire OPA membership via the Data Coordinator. Take care of any communications and documentation as needed by Showcase Chair and the Steering Committee. Distribute information as needed from past meetings. Gather information from Showcase Committee Chairs before meetings and bring to meetings that they cannot attend. Knowledge of a word processing system is essential and email capabilities. Organizational skills are important, as well as the ability to summarize conversations and topics capturing the essence of the issue.

SHOWCASE TREASURER: 15 Points. For further information on this position, please contact Ginger Steele, Showcase Chair. Education / Experience / Skills: Accounting/bookkeeping knowledge and skills are a must. Knowledge of OPA and Showcase operations is a must. Previous participation in Showcase is helpful. Previous participation on the OPA Board or Showcase Steering Committee is helpful. Computer skills including Quicken, advanced spreadsheet skills, and basic email skills are required.  A Macintosh computer and software are provided by OPA.  However, it was decided at the end of 2005 to convert the system to a PC in order to be more compatible with the rest of OPA.  The history data is still on the Macintosh. Excellent communication skills are helpful especially after Showcase when artists are anxious to be paid. Delegation skills are very helpful. Typically the person in this job also runs for OPA Treasurer (a 15-point position as well)

EMPTY BOWLS

EMPTY BOWLS in Portland did very well this year. Our sales were $18,556 plus $450 from a silent auction, for a total of $19,006. This contributed over $14,000 directly to the Oregon Food Bank. Empty Bowls was held at the Blues Festival, and the Food Bank raised $545,000 and collected 103,501 pounds of food at the event. Thanks to everyone involved for their hard work. Many clay and glass artists donated huge amounts of pieces to the booth, and we had great  response from volunteers to man the booth.

POTTERY NEWS

CERAMICS TOUR OF KOREA: Total cost $2300 from the Northwest ($1400 for the part in Korea plus $840 airfare from San Francisco). This is subsidized by the county of Gangjin. The trip includes: Your work in an exhibit at an important gallery in Insadong, Seoul, Korea (Insadong is one of Korea’s art centers); A 5-day hands-on workshop in the historic pottery village of Gangjin, Korea with master potter Park Jong-hoon; Visits to the studios of National Cultural Treasures and other important ceramic artists, some contemporary. Many visits are by special invitation. Visit at least 4 ceramic Human Intangible Cultural Treasures plus others; Visits to some of Korea’s best ceramic art museums and galleries, they are among the best in the world; Meeting and traveling with international participants; And Japan’s Kyushu & Honshu as an option, at land costs only. Korea: October 9-23, 2006 / Japan option: October 24-29, 2006. In Korea visit Seoul, Icheon, Yoju, Gwangju, Gangjin, Gyeongju, Mungyeong and more. In Japan visit Kyushu and Honshu.  (Specific village & potter Itinerary being arranged by Japanese experts). Includes workshop, private bus, translator, accommodations, most meals and gratuities. Tour leaders Arthur and Mary Park have visited Korea 14 times. They are potters, not tour guides, although they have led tours in the past. morningearth@sbcglobal.net, 248-547-5058

LAGUNA PURCHASES AXNER: Laguna Clay Co has just completed purchasing Axner Pottery Supply. Howard Axner will join Laguna as a corporate vice president and will continue to oversee the previous Axner Pottery operations. (Just one more step toward globalization of all industry, I guess  -editor). For more info look at www.lagunaclay.com.

OPPORTUNITIES

CALL FOR ENTRIES: “2007 Clay National,” in conjunction with NCECA 2007. Deadline Sept 4, show March 2007. Check www.nceca.net for application. Juried from digitals, jurors Syd Carpenter, Silvie Granatelli, Nick Kripal

CALL FOR ENTRIES: “100 Teapots 3,” deadline Sept 15, show Jan-Feb, open to ceramic teapots, juried from slides or digitals, juror Julia Galloway. $15 jury fee, send SASE to Forrest Snyder, Baltimore Clayworks, 5707 Smith Ave, Baltimore MD 21209, www.baltimoreclayworks.org. 

CALL FOR ENTRIES: “Funk-Tion Juried Ceramics Exhibition,” deadline Oct 20, show Nov 2006-Jan 2007, open to weird, altered, non-traditional ceramics. Juried from slides or jpegs, juror Priscilla Hollingsworth, $25 jury fee, Stretch Gallery, 10726 Pineville Rd, Pineville NC 28134, www.stretchgallery.com
CALL FOR ENTRIES: “Juried Cup Show,” deadline Feb 15, show April-May 2007, juror Matt Long, jury fee $20. Send SASE to Scott Lykens, Cup Show, University of Arkansas, Monticello Ceramics Dept, PO Box 3460, Monticello AR 71656, lykenss@uamont.edu. 

CALL FOR ARTISTS from Benton, Lane, Linn and Lincoln Counties: Oregon Crafted™ is a non-profit program promoting economic development through cultural tourism. They are currently looking for new artists to be included in the second edition of the Oregon Crafted Guidebook™. This book has information and photos about artists and galleries with maps to their studios. It is designed to bring the customer (visitor) to the artists’ studios to meet them, experience the creative environment, and to learn about the artistic process. Galleries and other points of interest are featured to broaden the experience and to help the customer to see art in other settings. Member studios are open the first weekend of each month and by appointment. This project will hopefully expand to other parts of the state soon. Contact Oregon Crafted, 220 E 11th Ave, Suite 5, Eugene OR, 97401, 541-687-8353, or patti@oregoncrafted.org, to request a informational packet. Deadline October 1, 2006.
SEARCHING FOR MAKER OF BOWL: A customer bought a bowl at Showcase, and broke it when they got home. They would like to replace it but do not know who made it. The emailed photo of the shards looks reminiscent of Theresa Aman’s decorative majolica work, but she says she did not make it. They believe it might have been an Asian woman. If you think you might have made the bowl, contact Sue or Bart at 503-777-3338, bbutell@sasquatch-eng.com
TEACHING POSITION AVAILABLE: A senior center in Beaverton is looking for ceramic instructors for classes Tuesdays during the day. This would be handbuilding, there are no wheels. For more info, talk to Sharon at 503-524-7745, dunhamsw@verizon.net 

WORKSHOPS-LECTURES-CONFERENCES

STEVEN HILL: Sat-Sun, Dec 16-17, 9am-4pm (free slide show & reception Fri, Dec 15 at 7pm, sponsored by Georgies). Bring 2 bisqued pots to spray using Steven’s methods & glazes. $150 ($120 w/ student ID). At Multnomah Art Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy in Portland, 503-823-2787

The following workshops are at Leslie Lee & Dennis Meiner’s studio, Hummingbird, near Ashland, 8150 Upper Applegate Rd, Jacksonville OR, 541-899-7045, www.HummingbirdSouthernOregon.com: 

RON ROY: “Clay and Glaze Material Guru,” Sept 23, $70. One day lecture and demonstration, bring a problem for Ron to analyze. Ron is a co-author of the popular book, Mastering Cone 6 Glazes.
DENNIS MEINERS: “Glaze Application Demonstration Day,” the day after Ron Roy’s workshop (Sept 24, 9am-1pm), $40. Call for more details.

KRISTEN KIEFFER: “Ornately Functional: Form & Surface.” Oct 28-29, $250 + $50 studio fee. Focus on utilizing wheel thrown parts in building forms that are enhanced with surface detail. Throwing, altering, darting, slip-decorating, stamp making and stamping. Contact Oregon College of Art & Craft, 8245 SW Barnes Rd, Portland 97225, 503-297-5544, www.ocac.edu. 

NCECA 2007 will be March 14-17 in Louisville, Kentucky. NCECA 2008 will be March 5-8 in New Orleans.

MEMBER NEWS

LESLIE GREEN had work accepted into the Fourth “Around Oregon” Annual exhibit at Artcentric in Corvallis, OR, during the month of October and had work accepted into 500 Animals in Clay, published by Lark Books.

NATALIE WARRENS will be exhibiting earthenware sculpture at the Attic Gallery's Pearl location, 539 NW 10th Ave. Opens Thursday, Sept 7th, 6-9pm reception.

MARILYN WOODS had two of her nude torsos included in a figurative show at OPUS6IX Gallery in Eugene, Oregon during the month of August. The show, "LOOK, Positive Sexuality in Art", opened on Aug 4th, First Friday.

DEBORAH SHAPIRO will be featured in an article in Clay Times in September

VICTORIA SHAW has been juried into Lake Oswego’s sculpture on the street project: “Art Without Walls.” Her totem will be installed for two years in front of City Hall. Cocktail/reception September 20, 5:30pm in downtown Lake Oswego. Call Victoria for details, 503-331-0950

SHAMELESS ADVERTISING

FREE: 75 lbs of very old Soldate 80, a toothy clay body, great for raku. I'll give to a deserving potter, no charge. bushdibs@sprintmail.com
“TO THE WALLS” SALE: Selling the contents of Pamela Mattson-McDonald’s studio and home, Sunday & Monday Sept 3 & 4. Pottery equipment, tools, materials, furniture, clothes, art, art materials, books, kitchen items, carpentry tools. 503-325-5812, matmcd2002@yahoo.com, 90558 Logan Rd, Astoria, OR.

FOR SALE: Studio closure. Brick/fiber raku kiln w/ steel frame on wheels, w13xL14xH23”, $150. Electric blower burners, 300,000 btu/hr will eliminate kiln stalling, $150 to $300. Brick updraft  kiln w/ metal frame, arch top, W28xL22xH32” w/ extra bricks, $300. Plus tools, books & stuff. Don Adamaitis, 360-604-1100, jadmd@comcast.net (Vancouver, WA)

FOR SALE: Caravan 10x10 Tent. White w/ 4 sides. Excellent condition, used only a few times, $65. Marilyn Woods  503-723-0898 or mwoods1@aol.com. (Oregon City)

FOR SALE: Gas kiln, 10 cu ft West Coast updraft w/ 8 venturi burners, (3) 300 lb propane tanks. Used twice, paid $3800 when new, asking $2500 obo. Jeremey, 503-587-8502 (Salem)

FOR SALE: I have a 1993 Honda 250 cc motorcycle that I bought new and never rode. Make a reasonable offer. 503-690-2448, Deborah (Hillsboro)
DATES TO REMEMBER:

Sept 12: SC Steering Committee Mtng

Sept 15: Showcase Budgets due

Sept. 17: OPA Picnic

Oct 1: Studio Sale Guide Deadline

Oct. 5: OPA Board Meeting

Oct. 10: Newsletter Deadline
OPA HOLIDAY STUDIO SALE GUIDE

We do not yet have a person to do the graphics for this guide. If anyone is interested, please contact Janet Buskirk 503-231-2810, janetbuskirk@yahoo.com. This person would be expected to collect the applications, do the layout and take care of the printing of the guide. There is a small amount of pay, generally about $300.

NAME _________________________________________

TELEPHONE # AT SALE __________________________

ADDRESS OF SALE ________________________________

DATE(S) OF SALE _________________________________

HOURS OF SALE __________________________________

10-word description of work (if sale includes more than one person, use a separate sheet of paper)__________________________

If space does not allow for maps, please choose one option below:

___ "call for directions"

___ 10-word description of location (example: "east side of Sellwood Bridge, 3 blocks S. of Tacoma St")

If sale includes a non-OPA member, include name and 5-word description of work (to be included if space allows)

FEE: Make checks payable to OPA

__ $35 for one person (100 fliers allotted)

__ $60 for two people (200 fliers allotted)

__ $85 for three or more people (300 fliers allotted)

If you will need more fliers, tell us now. There may be an additional charge for extra fliers. If so, you will be notified before they are ordered.

PLEASE INCLUDE A PROFESSIONAL COLOR OR BLACK & WHITE PHOTO OR SLIDE OF YOUR WORK. Professional quality digital images (on a CD, please) are also acceptable. Please do not send postcards, computer printouts or color photocopies. Mark the envelope clearly "DO NOT FOLD"

MAIL THIS FORM BY October 1st TO: Janet Buskirk, 4614 SE Salmon St, Portland OR 97215. Fliers may be picked up at the November general OPA Meeting. Please call Janet (503-231-281) to make other arrangements if you will be unable to attend
Mail this form by October 1st!

If you have graphic abilities and would be interested in laying out and supervising printing of this Guide, please contact Janet soon

