OPA NEWSLETTER

December 2006-January 2007

NEXT OPA GENERAL MEETING: Friday, January 12 at Multnomah Art Center, 7688 SW Capitol Hwy in Portland. 

6:30 pm: General Meeting: If you have items for the agenda, call OPA President, Natalie Warrens, 503-282-1092, 503-238-0973. Bring items for the swap table and snacks to share. OPA General Meetings for the remainder of 2007 will be: March 23 (not our normal date!), May 11, July 13, Nov 9. All will be held at Multnomah Art Center. There will also be a picnic in September.

7:30 pm: Program: Program to be announced in a future email

NEXT OPA BOARD MEETING: Thursday, February 8 at Victoria Shaw’s house. 6pm potluck dinner, 6:30pm meeting. 4806 NE 14 Pl (Place  is important! Not Street or Avenue).  At NE 14th Pl & Wygant, one block south of Alberta. From I-5 take the Alberta/Killingsworth exit, turn right on Alberta, right on 14th Pl.

NEXT SHOWCASE STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING: Tuesday, Jan. 9th, 6:30pm at Contemporary Crafts, 3934 SW Corbett in Portland

OPA BUSINESS

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: “Happy Holidays, everyone! May ye get what ye want, as well as what ye deserves….

    “All piracy aside, please accept my thanks for a great year (yikes, it’s almost over already?!?). 

It’s been an honor to serve as your President, and to have been a participant and OPA spokesperson during NCECA. 

    “From all that has been said and accomplished at our Board and General meetings, the operative phrase seems to be “we’re growing up”. More focus on Clay in Education, more consistent “branding” in our advertising and presentation, links to the Portland Art Museum, Contemporary Crafts, and other professional organizations. New folks stepping up to assume responsibilities great and small, a regular show presence at the Justice Center downtown, plans to take our website even further down the road of excellence and usability. 

    “Continuing development of a tradition of a “foreign exchange” of international potters visiting Showcase, dynamic installation projects, Habitat for Humanity partnership, a digital operations manual. Greater financial clarity, defined missions, and a broader community vision.  Wow!

    “And still, we remain a group of friends that enjoy each others’ company, strive for excellence in our art, and help each other in all the ways that our cooperative initiated over twenty five years ago. Pat yourselves on the backs, folks, this is good stuff. 

    “In light of our “new professionalism”, the Board has decided to up the ante for our website, since it does serve as our public face – literally, around the world. We will still elect our own Webmaster, with the basic job focus of diligent site maintenance. However, we intend to search for inclusive bids on new images, navigations, and general “look” from designers both inside and outside of the OPA. We will approach it like any other business would - consider costs, benefits, and the finest graphic presentation we can find. Candidates for OPA Webmaster seeking election in January do not have to be super-tech oriented, just savvy enough to handle the upkeep – but they may of course bid on the project, too. The Board will decide when bidding is done and the selection process begins. Jim Sloss, our devoted and durable Webmaster has carried us very far along this new highway, and now needs some time for his own work and family. He has done huge work for us, and all of us owe him a hearty thank you!    

    “There are lots of other dedicated OPA heroes out there in our ranks, too many to name here. But really, they are you, and you make us strong.  

    “Please welcome Natalie Warrens as our new President in 2007!

    “See you next year” 

    -Mark Heimann

THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT: Thanks, Mark Heimann, for being such a great President in 2006. Thanks, also, to Natalie Warrens, who has stepped forward to be our 2007 President.

DO YOU RECEIVE ANY DONATIONS OR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR OPA? Any member soliciting any contribution to OPA or Showcase (money or goods) must fill out a contribution form and submit it to the Treasurer (with the money, if any). The form is available on the OPA website. A dollar valuation for goods must be filled in! This is required by the IRS

OPA MEMBERS PAGES ON THE OPA WEBSITE: Any member who would like to have a page on the OPA website must provide a file containing the page to the Webmaster. OPA charges members $10 per year to maintain this page. Contact the Webmaster for specifications.

CALL FOR ENTRIES/OPA EXHIBITION: OPA Show and Silent Auction at Portland City Hall!  April 4-26, 2007. April 6 from 5 to 7pm is the opening gala for the exhibition, with a silent auction of donated OPA pots to benefit Habitat for Humanity. Both organizations are celebrating their 25th anniversaries in 2007.  Donated items for the auction will be accepted thru the end of March. Please bring to any meeting. We hope to have 30-40 auction pieces for the April 6th Gala auction. These 2 events will be a major publicity event, major exposure for OPA, it's members and a chance to display larger work. 
    Submission details for the show will be announced at the Jan 12th OPA General Meeting.  The main exhibition space is a 3 story 25'x25' space. Additional large wall and display cases are available in Commissioners and the Mayors offices. We will decline these opportunities if there is not enough interest and logistical help for the show. Contact Maria Simon at: mariasim2000@yahoo.com, 503-235-9403

OPA BOARD ELECTIONS: Have you been wanting to get more involved in the clay community? Looking for a few new friends to chat with about spodumene or gerstley borate? Maybe you enjoy organizing a few clay related events. Here’s your chance! Run for a position on the OPA board for 2007! This is not only a great way to get involved with OPA, it also earns some points. The election will be at the January, 2007 General Meeting. The President has already been elected (That is last year’s President-Elect, Natalie Warrens), although we are still looking for a President-Elect to be President in 2008. All other positions are available. Positions marked with an asterisk (*) already have at least one nominee. Chairs must submit reports written or in person to the six board meetings, members at large must attend four of six board meetings and take on board assignments as needed. These assignments include overseeing the OPA Video Library, organize group buys or other special projects.

Positions open for election:

President Elect (becomes President in 2008, 21 points over 2 years). This person will be the president in 2008. 

Clay in Education, Coordinates teachers and programs needing teachers for the OPA funded clay classes and events (6 points)*

Data Coordinator,  This person helps solve electronic and computer compatibility issues, sends out emails to OPA membership and is the general electronic handyman. (9 points)*

Empty Bowls, Coordinates the large July Empty Bowls fundraiser at the Blues Festival (2 Co-Chair positions, 6 points each)*

Finance Committee, Three positions, three year commitment. One position is open this year. This new committee works closely with the Treasurer, examines the OPA budget and makes recommendations to the OPA Board. (3 positions, 6 points each)

Hospitality, Makes coffee and supplies snacks to OPA General Meetings (6 points)*
Justice Center Windows, Coordinates displays in the downtown Portland Justice Center (6 points)

Manual Chair, Maintains OPA & Showcase Manual. The Manual is the guide to all of the jobs within our organization. This person updates each job description every year (6 points)*

Membership, Keeps track of new, current, and renewing members (9 points)

Mentor, Helps emerging ceramicists who are trying to get started professionally (6 points)*

Newsletter Editor, Writes six newsletters per year (15 points)*

Picnic, Coordinates annual OPA picnic (4 points)

Programs, Coordinates the post-meeting Progams for OPA General Meetings, these are usually slide shows, demonstrations or other informative talks (9 points)

Secretary, Takes notes at meetings and distributes them. Keeps general OPA records. (9 points)

Treasurer The Treasurer works with both OPA and Showcase. Keep track of budgets and bookkeeping. Treasurer attends Board and Steering Committee meetings (15 points)*

Videographer, Records footage of OPA events, edits footage or otherwise organizes it for publicity and to distribute to interested members (6 points)

Voice mailbox, Checks OPA voice mail regularly and returns calls (6 points)*

Webmaster, Maintains the OPA and Showcase web sites (9 points)

Workshops, Organizes workshops of interest to our membership (6 points)

Members at Large: 12 people are Members At Large, they take on responsibilities as they are needed. There are a few nominees already (6 points each).

Any member may run for any position.  Please contact the current chair for information as to what the job entails and contact Mark Heimann if you want to be included on the ballot: 503-631-8686, markmann@ccwebster.net. The deadline to have your name on the printed ballot is January 5th and elections will be Friday, January 12th. Please bring a bio and a photo of yourself to hang on the wall at the January meeting if you are running for a position. People may share some of these positions (share both the responsibilities and the points). If you would like to split a position with a friend, ask Mark if it would be appropriate.

CERAMIC SHOWCASE

CERAMIC SHOWCASE 07 will be May 4-6 at the Oregon Convention Center, 777 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, Portland, 97232

CHAIR POSITION AVAILABLE FOR SHOWCASE: The following Showcase committee needs a Chair for 2007. Work begins soon so please submit those applications! To apply for this position, write a letter of interest, include past experience and credentials for the specific job. Include any information that would help the Steering Committee in their selection. Applications are reviewed by the Steering Committee, who in turn selects the chair. Mail or e-mail applications to Audrey Graham, 32493 SW Juliette, Wilsonville, OR 97070, agraham@centurytel.net. 503-694-2729

Publicity Vice Chair: (7 points)  After two years to assume the Chair position. The Vice Chair will work with the Publicity Chair, Susan Kirschner, for one or two years, preparing for the Chair position. This is a very important part of Showcase and a great job for one who wants to be more involved in the production of a great show.  Contact Susan for more information: 503-620-7247 skirschnerdvm@peoplepc.com. Primary responsibilities are to: Promote Showcase and the OPA through the free media, maximizing positive coverage; Inform the public of this unique opportunity to buy ceramic  and learn about its creation, educating the public and raising their awareness of the medium of ceramics. Experience and skills needed: Excellent organizational and communication skills; Media experience.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION: We are anticipating a $9500 budget deficit for Showcase 2007. The Steering Committee is examining this. In the meantime, any Committee Chair who does not need to spend their entire budget is encouraged to tighten their belt.

POINTS: In the October Showcase information, the chart that listed how many points each job receives was missing one item: The Finance Committee (three members) receive 6 points per person.

MISTAKE IN BOOTH SIZE ON THE SHOWCASE APPLICATION: On the Showcase Application, half booths were listed as 5x15’. This is actually the size of ¾ booths. Half booths are 5x10’.

LOBBY DISPLAY: This year’s theme will be “Shades of Brown.” This means colors that range from gold to red. Do you want to put pieces in the lobby at Showcase? This is a nice, gallery-style setting outside of the exhibit hall next to the show entrance. You do not need to have a booth in Showcase to exhibit in the Lobby. Contact Lyn Sedlak-Ford, sedlakford@mac.com by April 1. 

ANNUAL INSTALLATION PROJECT: FOR THE BIRDS: The 2007 Showcase Installation Project will be Birdhouses and Feeders. It is time to take out all of the stops for our little feathered friends and impress your fellow potters! Go wild, go traditional, go big or go small - just make one!  This year you are in charge; any clay, any size, throw it, extrude it, hand-build it! You can hang it, stand it, or sit it on a post. They can be functional or not. No limitations!

    At Showcase, we will be constructing a picket fence with 4x4 posts between the sections. We will be able to hang a birdhouse or feeder just about any way you can imagine. We will also have extra 4x4 posts for mounting individual houses either by hanging or by sitting them on top of a post. If yours has a special need just contact Colleene Little (Installation Chair). 

    The Installation Project is always a benefit for a charity. If you make a birdhouse or feeder, the proceeds will be donated. This year, because 2007 will be the OPA’s and the Habitat for Humanity’s 25th Anniversary, we will be trying something new. There will be a competition between all of the houses and feeders. The money raised by the sale of the top three winners will go to Habitat for Humanity. The money raised by the other houses and feeders will continue to go to Clay in Education. The details are still being worked out.

    We may sell raffle tickets for the houses and feeders. A raffle would help prevent sales of the Installation Project from taking away from possible booth sales. It would also allow the entire Installation Project to remain until Sunday morning of Showcase. Colleene would like your opinion on the raffle idea (see below).

    “Thank you for all of the great fish that were made for the 2006 Installation Project. I can’t wait to see your bird houses for 2007.” Here are some web sights that might be helpful for some ideas: www.bird-houses.com, www.birdhouseofcapemay.com,  www.elkriverpottery.com, www.desertclaypottery.com, www.davypottery.com.

    If you plan to participate in this year’s Birdhouse/feeder project, please contact Colleene Little and let her know: 235 Rim Rock Dr, Castle Rock WA 98611, 360-274-4312, litlcreations@kalama.com. Send her this handy information:

Name:


E-mail:

Telephone #:

Count on me for ____________________ bird house(s).

Please pick one:

____I would prefer to have the bird houses sold individually like last year but with different prices.

____I would prefer to sell raffle tickets for the houses and have the display last until Sunday morning.

____Other: ____________________

OTHER AREA GUILDS

CLAYFEST POSITIONS AVAILABLE: Clayfest in Eugene has some Trainee positions open on their Steering Committee, as well a Chair position. Full job descriptions can be found at www.clayfest.org, click on Clayfest then Participant info. Interested parties should contact Paula MacCullen, Clayfest Chair, at lomatemba@earthlink.net and plan to attend next Clayfest meeting on Jan 23, 2007 at the EWEB building in Eugene. Contact Paula for directions.
Trainee positions available are:

Demonstrations
Graphics
Kids' Clay
Mailing-Poster Distribution
Publicity Chair position (Past Chair is willing to assist)
Sales
Sponsorship
Treasurer (Treasurer serves as Treasurer of Local Clay and the Clayfest Steering Committee)
Web Master

POTTERY NEWS

ARTIST MADE BUILDING PARTS®: There is a registry of 42 artists in Oregon and Washington who “enliven the built environment through aesthetic expression.” This resource was established in 1992 for architects, designers and builders to commission unique functional objects such as handmade doors, railings, or light fixtures. Artists can also be selected to create unusual surface treatments, provide ornamental detailing, or design and build beautiful interior or exterior furnishings. Call 206-296-8674, www.4culture.org/publicart
LAWYERS FOR THE ARTS: Most states have a group of lawyers who volunteer their time working for the arts. Here in Oregon contact Volunteer Lawyers for the arts at ArtCop@aol.com. In Washington, they are Washington Lawyers for the Arts: www.wa-artlaw.org, 206-328-7053

GEORGIES has a number of Holiday specials. Most notably their books are all 20% off through Dec 31 and every $500 you spend gets you a $50 free gift certificate. http://www.georgies.com
CONTEMPORARY CRAFTS MUSEUM & GALLERY: Many of you may be wondering what CCMG is planning for the next year. After 70 years in their current location, their final exhibition in that building (3934 SW Corbett in Portland) will open January 13 and close March 11. It will feature Zen Parry, Eliza Au and Hilary Pfeifer. They will then close for a few months while preparing for their grand re-opening on July 22, 2007 in the Pearl District in NW Portland.

    The new, expansive, downtown building will be accessible to a much larger audience and dramatically increase the visibility of CCMG’s exhibitions, collection, programs and resources. 

LEAD GLAZES IN SCHOOLS was the subject of an article by Monona Rossol in the Nov/Dec Clay Times.  The article summarizes how lead exposure occurs, it’s effects on people, regulatory restrictions on it’s use, and safer school curriculum. There is also a longer, more technical, version of this article that is available free of charge if you send a SASE to Rossol at ACTS (see following), 181 Thompson St #23, New York, NY 10012-2586

SAFETY IN THE ARTS: The Arts, Crafts and Theater Safety (ACTS) group, led by Monona Rossol, researches and reports on safety issues that affect artists. They print a newsletter, and will send you reprints of recent reports for a nominal fee (about $2). Your Newsletter editor also saves articles from ACTS FACTS that relate to clay work. If you would like copies, contact Janet Buskirk or ACTS at ACTSNYC@cs.com, www.artscraftstheatersafety.org. Their primary goal is to educate, and they allow reprints of their publications so long as they are unedited and properly credited. Recent topics that may interest you have been (publication month in parenthesis):

-Talc and its relationship to Mesothelioma (asbestos-type) cancer (Dec 2006)

-Manganese exposure from ceramic glaze (includes data on manganese and copper exposure levels) (Aug 2006)

-Infrared Radiation Protection (this would relate to eye protection while looking in kilns) (April 2000)

-Fire Retardant Chemicals (this relates to fireproofing craft fair displays) (Feb 05)

-Barium Glaze Hazards (1996, revised 11/03)

-Lead Frits (1998, revised 3/00)

-Lead Levels in Blood (Sept 06)

-EPA Environmental Health & Safety Booklet review (review of guide for art teacher safety in k-12 schools and colleges (Nov. 06)

ACTS also has short guidebooks that cover topics like how to read MSDS (Material Safety Data Sheets). Check their website for more info.

POTTERS FOR PEACE has been very busy working on water filter projects in Central America. They also have aided potters in Nicaragua in making clay jewelry and other techniques. PFP helps potters in economically challenged places in the world. They help train people in how to use local materials to produce clay pieces for export and to make inexpensive, effective clay water filters. They take potters on trips to Nicaragua to help and learn from indigenous potters. Their new web site is www.pottersforpeace. 

DIGITAL CAMERAS: Thinking about buying a digital camera to photograph your work? A recent article by Steve Meltzer in The Crafts Report (Jan. 2007) discusses the pros and cons of different cameras, lenses and lighting, as well as Photoshop and similar programs for your computer.

“WHY WE BUY: THE SCIENCE OF SHOPPING” is a recent book by Paco Underhill. There is a lengthy review and brief summary of major points in the Jan 2007 Crafts Report.

CRYSTALLINE GLAZES are the topic of an article in the Nov/Dec 2006 Clay Times. The article summarizes LatticeStructures ™, a September, 2005 conference and exhibition of crystalline glazing. They experimented with various types of firings and multiple firings, especially trying various forms of reduction.

SODA & WOOD FIRING: The Dec 06 issue of Ceramics Monthly has an article excerpted from Gail Nichols new book Soda, Clay and Fire (see sample sections of book at www.ceramics.org/publications/soda). The article discusses what soda is, how soda is introduced to kilns and clays for soda firing. The same issue has an article featuring several different woodfire potters (including our own Stephen Mickey) from the International Woodfire Conference in Flagstaff. Each artist discusses their relationship to woodfiring. 

    Issue 64/2006 of Ceramics Art and Perception has a review by Jack Troy of two recent books on woodfiring: Woodfired Pottery by Susan Beecher and Japanese Wood-fired Ceramics by Masakazu Kusakabe & Marc Lancet. Woodfired Pottery is a book about building and firing a kiln, and it contains a section about a difficult situation that the author during litigation with a neighbor over use of her kiln. The also book contains glaze and slip formulas. Japanese Wood-fired Ceramics is devoted mostly to 2 kilns, one an anagama-plus catenary arch kiln, and one a sort of hump-backed train kiln that is designed with a jagged interior to catch ash. The book gives extensive details of kiln designs and Japanese terminology

OPPORTUNITIES

CERAMICS TEACHER WANTED: Mosaic Arts Loft in Sherwood is looking for potters to hire for teaching.  Positions are open for youth as well as adult classes. Check their web site with virtual tour and see if you are interested in applying. Send resume if interested. 503-625-0818, www.mosaicartsloft.com
CALL FOR ARTISTS:  Contemporary Crafts Museum & Gallery will reopen their sales gallery in their new Pearl District location in July, 2007. They are looking for professional artists from North America working in craft media (ceramic, fiber, wood, glass or metal) or using traditional craft techniques to submit work for consideration. 50% commission, juried from 3-5 slides or digital images, resume + statement. Deadline Feb 1.  www.contemporarycrafts.org. 

CALL FOR ARTISTS: Craft Gallery seeks new artists to represent, especially ceramics, fibers, glass, metal, mix media, found objects. Beet Gallery, 1720 NW Lovejoy, mailbox 312, Portland OR 97209

CALL FOR ENTRIES: “Feats of Clay,” sponsored by Lincoln Arts, deadline Feb 2, show April-May, juror Sherman Hall. Juried from slides, $15/1 entry, $25/2 entries, $30/3 entries. 35% commission. www.lincolnarts.org, 916-645-9713, 580 6th St, Lincoln CA 95648

CALL FOR ENTRIES: “Strictly Functional,” deadline Jan 10, show April-May, juror Malcolm Davis, juried from slides or digital images on CD. $30/ 3 images, 35% commission. www.strictlyfunctionalpotterynational.net, 717-560-8816, Market House Craft Center, PO box 204, East Petersburg PA 17520-0204

CALL FOR ENTRIES: “By the Ounce,” deadline Jan 1, show March 12-16, open to functional or sculptural ceramic shot glasses, juror John Neely, $15 for 4 digital images, in Louisville during NCECA. Contact aoesterritter@yahoo.com, 502-533-9299

CALL FOR ENTRIES: “Ceramic Abstraction: Exploration & Evidence,” deadline Jan 8, show March-May, juror Paula Winokur, winners get 2008 joint exhibition, $25 for 3 entries, send SASE to Gallery Committee, Creative Arts Workshop, 80 Audubon St, New Haven CT 06510, www.creativeartsworkshop.org, 203-562-4927

CALL FOR ENTRIES: “Vessels 2007,” deadline Jan 15, show Feb-April, $25 for 2 images (digital or slide), www.claymakers.com, 919-530-8355, Claymakers in Durham, NC

CALL FOR ENTRIES: “”Biennial Exhibition of North American (Functional) Clay,” deadline Jan 26, show May-June, juror Val Cushing, $25 for 3 slides, Guilford Art Center, 411 Church St, Guilford  CT 06437, www.guilfordartcenter.org/calltoartists.html. 

CALL FOR ENTRIES: “National Juried Cup Show,” deadline Feb 15, show April-May, juror Matt Long, $20 jury fee, send SASE to Scott Lykens, Cup Show, University of Arkansas Monticello Ceramics Dept, PO box 3460, Monticello Arkansas, 71656, www.uamont.edu/Arts_and_Humanities/SAHcalendar.html.

CALL FOR ENTRIES: “National Juried Cup Show,” deadline March 24, show May-June, juror Bill Jones (Pottery Making Illustrated editor), $20 jury fee, contact Anderson Turner at haturner@kent.edu, 330-672-1369

CALL FOR ENTRIES/OPA EXHIBITION: See information in the “OPA Business” section of this Newsletter.

POTTER WANTED to create a goblet for a wedding featuring the inscription “Micah and Erica celebrate life,” either on the goblet itself or on a matching saucer. Wedding in August 07. Contact Gordon Bronitsky, g.bronitsky@att.net, 505-247-2470

EMERGING ARTIST SEARCH: Ceramics Monthly magazine will publish a photo spread featuring the work of emerging clay artists. To be eligible you must have been actively pursuing a career in ceramics for less than ten years. Deadline Feb 23. Submit up to 5 professional quality images, 300ppi resolution on a CD, plus color print of each image or original slides or transparencies, w/ full descriptions of works, cover letter, artist statement, resume, padded SASE. Send to Emerging Artist, Ceramics Monthly, 735 Ceramic Pl, suite 100, Westerville OH 43081, deadline Feb 23. OPA member Grace Sheese was included in their most recent Emerging Artist special section.

FAIRS

EDMONDS ARTS FESTIVAL: Deadline Jan 16, show June 15-17. Slides or digital, 3 images + booth, $15-30 jury fee, booth fee $150-450 + 15% commission. www.edmondsartsfestival.com, 425-771-6412 x2, PO box 998, Edmonds WA 98020

BELLEVUE ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR:  Deadline Feb 1 (slides) or 15 (digital), show July 27-29.  Slides or digital, 4 images + booth, $40-70 jury fee, $725 booth fee, www.bellevuearts.org, 425-519-0742, apply at www.zapplication.org.

SUN VALLEY CENTER ARTS & CRAFTS FESTIVAL: Deadline Feb 28, show Aug 10-12. Digital images through www.zapplication.org, paper/ slide applications processed for an additional fee through Sun Valley Center,  $25 jury fee, booths $400-800, www.sunvalleycenter.org, 208-726-9491

LAKE OSWEGO FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS: Deadline Jan 12, show June 22-24, $25 jury fee, $350 booth fee, www.lakewood-center.org, 503-636-1060 (2-5pm, MWF)

SALEM ART FAIR & FESTIVAL: Deadline Feb 16, show July 20-22, $35 jury fee, booths $500-1400, juried from 3 slides + booth, www.salemart.org, 503-581-2228

WORKSHOPS-LECTURES-CONFERENCES

GRACE SHEESE:  workshop in the Lower Columbia Community College in Longview, ceramics studio, Main 104, on Sat, Jan 27, 9-3.  $10 for students, $25 for non-students. Call Trudy Woods at (360) 442-2510

SARA SWINK: “Creative Process.” Jan 20-21, 10-5, in West Linn. Set aside 2 days to delve in to process. Explore image vocabulary and style using collage, doodling and clay. Structured but individualized, suitable for all levels. $125. Bring scissors, journal, pencil, 2 glue sticks. sara@claycircle.com, www.claycircle.com, 503-638-9890

The following workshops are sponsored by the Regional Arts & Culture Council (RACC). They are in various locations in the Portland area. 20% discount for artists who take the whole series. To register, contact RACC at www.racc.org/workshops, info@racc.org, 503-823-5111: Many locations are TBA.

THE BALANCING ACT: MAKING ART & MAKING MONEY: Fri, Feb 16, 9am-noon. Marketing workshop designed to help working artists promote and/or sell their work. Panel Carolyn Campbell, Bob Sterry, Bonnie Meltzer. Portland Bldg, 2nd floor Auditorium, $25

MAKING ART/WORK FOR PUBLIC SPACE: THE INS & OUTS OF PUBLIC ART FABRICATION: Sat, March 17, 9am-noon. Learn how studio work can be fabricated for the public realm using permanent materials. Panel discussion with artists, fabricators, conservators who will discuss selection of correct materials, fabrication processes and installation concerns. $25.

LEGAL ISSUES FOR ARTISTS: Fri, April 20, 9am-noon. President of Northwest Lawyers and Artists, attorney Kohel Haver, discusses legal issues facing film makers, recording artists, literary artists & visual artists. Review contracts and business documents including consignment agreements, copyright protection, litigation and fair use. Interstate Firehouse Cultural Center,  $25.

GRANTWRITING FOR SUCCESS: Fri, May 18, 9am-noon. Gigi Rosenberg leads this hands-on workshop in generating fresh language to describe yourself & your artwork, focusing ideas, and honing an artistic vision to secure funding. Bring an artist statement. PSU, Smith Memorial Student Union, $25

GOING DIGITAL: SUBMITTING APPLICATION MATERIALS IN NEW MEDIA FORMATS: June, date TBA. Confused about JPG, TIF, PICT, and other formats? Unsure which format to use for applications? RACC staff will cover standard requirements for music, images, data and video. Two hours of hands-on activity. $15

The following workshops are at Oregon College of Art & Craft, 8245 SW Barnes Rd, Portland, 97225. OCAC also offers a variety of regular ceramics classes. To register, contact them at www.ocac.edu, 503-297-5544:

JIM GION: “Figure Sculpture: Portraiture,” Feb 17, 9am-4pm. $75+$20 studio fee. Learn to use measurements and observation to create life-sized clay portrait from a model. Learn to build armature, use calipers and calculations to construct clay portrait that can be replicated in bronze.

TARA WILSON: “Thrown and Altered,” March 3-4, 9am-4pm, $200 +$25 studio fee. Hands on. Tara will demonstrate her lively thrown & altered functional ware, participants will then try her techniques. Aspects of woodfiring functional ware will be discussed as well as gas and vapor firing. 

ELIZA AU: "Models and Molds,” Sat, Jan. 27th, 9am-3pm. Workshop is free. Au is the current artist-in-residence at Contemporary Crafts. This workshop consists of a slide talk of the artist's work and internship at Kohler. Alternative ways of making models as well as industrial processes modified for the studio will be demonstrated and discussed. RVSP Lisa Platt 503 223 2654.

RICHARD BRANDT & BEN WATERMAN: Making work and wood-firing workshop, Feb 9-11 & 16-20, 2007. Free slide talk Feb 9, 7:30-9:30pm at Visual Art Gallery. Demonstrations Feb 10, hands-on Feb 11.  Load kiln Feb 16, start firing. This is an experiment in lower firing temperatures, tumble stacking and the use of charcoal and reduction cooling. At Mount Hood Community College. $100 for participation in the kiln (limited to 10), $40 for workshop only (demonstrations only, no pieces in firing). Contact Stephen Mickey, dmickey@aracnet.com   

BETH CAVENER STICHER Three day, hands on workshop in June 2007 at Hummingbird in Jacksonville. For more info, contact Dennis Meiners and Leslie Lee, 541-899-7045, leslie@leslieleeart.com
CLASSES AT GEORGIES: Georgies has an extensive class schedule. To view their Jan-April schedule, check their website: http://www.georgies.com
FREE WORKSHOP LISTING: Ceramics Monthly will list summer (June, July, Aug) workshops in their April 2007 issue. To be listed, your workshop info needs to get to them by Feb 9. There is an online form at www.ceramicsmonthly.org. 

GLASS CONFERENCE: The Glass Art Society will have their 38th annual conference in Portland June 18-22, 2008. They are currently requesting proposals for lectures, demonstrations and panels. www.glassart.org/portland.html 

ENFANGA’T in Celra, Girona, Spain: April 4-7, 2007. Featuring artists Ricard Campos, Rosa Rosell, Suso Machon, May Criado, Richard Godfrey. Collaborations with Antonia Kienzler (sculpture in fibercement and clay), Wali Hawes (the flying kiln and mobile kiln), Enric Mestre. A Night of Spectacle with kilns, fire, devils and "cremat" (a brew). www.enfangat.net
NCECA 2007 will be in Louisville, Kentucky on March 14-17. To register go to www.nceca.net or 
" 

https://gmhost1.gomembers.com/clients/t-nceca/etrakWebApp/meetings.aspx



ALABAMA CLAY CONFERENCE: Feb 2-4 at University of North Alabama in Florence, AL. Demonstrations by Linda Arbuckle, Sandra Blaine, Bill van Gilder, Lisa Orr. $110, www.alclayconference.org. 

MEMBER NEWS

NANCY Y ADAMS has been invited to show her work at the Craftforms 2006 at the Wayne Art Center, Wayne, PA. Juried by Gretchen Keyworth. The show runs Dec 2 – Jan 24.  

PAT (STRAUSS) MORSE and GRACE SHEESE will be featured in an exhibit, “Attention to Detail”, in the Lower Columbia College Art Gallery in Longview, Jan. 12-Feb. 7, 2007.  Opening reception, 4-6pm on Thurs, Jan 11. Gallery hours are: Mon, Tues, Fri 10-4; Wed and Thur, 10-8.

DEBORAH SHAPIRO had a very nice article in the Nov/Dec issue of Clay Times.

SHAMELESS ADVERTISING

HOUSE FOR SALE: In Coquille, Oregon: 30x40’ shop is fully equipped for pottery business. Shop has 220v, woodstove, kilns, propane. 5.12 acres, w/ pasture & creek. 1997 4br, 2ba manufactured home. Check this link: http://www.rmlsweb.com/Reports.asp?CMAID=9850192&Time=1037. 

FOR SALE: Bisqued Tiles: 350 Minnesota Clay stoneware tiles, 5 3/4x5 3/4x3/8", cone 9-10, fire a toasty brown color measuring 5 3/8x5 3/8x5/16", $17.50  ($ .05 each), take all or none. Soft Firebrick: Two unopened boxes of 25 each K-23 straight firebrick, $30 per box, all or none. Added free bargain: about 50 broken K-23 bricks (mostly in matching pairs). Bill Brun, 503-682-1690, wbrun321@comcast.net, you haul from Wilsonville.

FOR SALE: Beginners Luck Sale: Cress 23" kiln,  Brent kick wheel, assorted dry glaze chemicals,  Ohaus balance, Metal shelves, clay. $1000 or best offer. 503-289-2097, Pat (N. Portland)

FOR SALE / WANTED: For sale: Skutt kiln, 3 rings, 220v, w/ shelves, vent, electronics.  Wanted: newer 100v kiln, smaller, suitable for jewelry or small glass pieces. jsthomas@oregonfast.net. 

DATES TO REMEMBER:

January 5: Deadline to have name on OPA Ballot

January 9: Showcase Steering Committee  Mtng

January 12: OPA General Meeting (Annual Election)

February 1: Deadline for 2007 OPA Membership 

February 8: OPA Board Meeting

April 6: Opening at City Hall

May 4-6: Ceramic Showcase

OREGON POTTERS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER: Established in 1980, this newsletter is sent to OPA members, educational institutions and ceramic-related businesses. It is published in February, April, June, August, October and December. Submissions should be sent, in writing, to Janet Buskirk, OPA Newsletter Editor, 4614 SE Salmon St, Portland OR 97215 or janetbuskirk@yahoo.com.  Both editorial and advertising submissions are free of charge and will be published at the discretion of the editor. Submissions are due on the 10th of the month during which the Newsletter will be published. Changes of address or email address should be sent to Deb Bouchette, Membership Chair, 9465 NW Old Cornelius Pass Rd, Hillsboro OR 97124, bouchette@yahoo.com  

Membership in the OPA, a 501(c)(3) organization, is open to any serious studio potter living in Oregon or southwest Washington. There is no jurying for membership, which costs $45 per calendar year. Membership is not pro-rated, it is Jan-Dec, although you may join at any time. Membership includes 6 newsletters per year, 6 meetings per year, and the opportunity to apply for Ceramic Showcase. If you live over 100 miles from Portland and do not plan to use other membership benefits, you may subscribe to the newsletter only for $12/year. Please send a check, name, address, email and phone number(s) to OPA Treasurer, Deborah Bouchette, 9465 NW Old Cornelius Pass Rd, Hillsboro, OR 97124.

OPA President 2006: Mark Heimann, 503-631-8686, markmann@ccwebster.net  

OPA President 2007: Natalie Warrens, 503-282-1092, nw2x@comcast.net  

OPA Secretary: Julie Asbury, 503-982-6946, jasbury@jpns.com 

Ceramic Showcase Chair: Ginger Steele, 503-693-7721, ginger@newleafgreenhouse.com 

Ceramic Showcase Co-Chair: Beverly Curtis, 503-492-7757, bj_curtis@excite.com  

Ceramic Showcase Secretary: Anne Stecker, 503-399-0590, annestecker@comcast.net 

OPA & Showcase Treasurer: Deb Bouchette, 503-690-2448, bouchette@yahoo.com
Oregon Potters Association, 4614 SE Salmon St, Portland OR  97215, 503-222-0533, www.oregonpotters.org, www.ceramicshowcase.com
2007 Oregon Potters’ Association MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

This is the same application that was in the October Newsletter. Many of you renewed your membership at that time. If you applied for Ceramic Showcase, you have already filled this out. If you wish to be eligible to apply for a booth in Ceramics Showcase 2008, you must be listed on the 2007 OPA Membership List. For this, the Membership Chair must receive your membership application by February 1, 2007.

Please print clearly

First Name: _________________________ Last name: _______________________________

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________ State: _________Zip: _____________________

Home Phone: _____________________ Studio/fax/other phone: _________________________

Email (Please print clearly): __________________________________________________________         

Website (Please print clearly): ________________________________________________________       

_______ Check here if any of the above information has changed since last year

Circle one:  •
Renewal  or   New Member


        •
Mail   or   Email   (How would like to receive the Newsletter?)
$______ Regular Membership $45 

$______ Newsletter only $12 (Receive the OPA Newsletter without becoming an OPA member. 

  Available only if you live over 100 miles from the Portland Metro area.)

$______ Website Maintenance Fee $10 

  (If you have a page on the OPA Website, you must pay this fee each year)

$______ Donation to OPA's Clay in Education Fund ($5 of your membership fee goes to this program.  

                 Your additional support will help it to grow!)

$______ Donation to CERF (Craft Emergency Relief Fund)

$______ Total enclosed  Thank you!  You may add this amount to your Showcase fees (on the       

     
   Showcase Application, page two). Make checks out to: Oregon Potters Association
Please make a copy of this application for your own records, if you have any questions please email or call: Deb Bouchette, bouchette@yahoo.com, 503-690-2448. The Oregon Potters Association in a non-profit tax-exempt organization

•  Please send application and check to:  

Deb Bouchette, OPA Treasurer, 9465 NW Old Cornelius Pass Rd, Hillsboro, OR 97124-8039

